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ROUNDTABLE ON ELDER JUSTICE 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [9.03 am]:  The prevention 
of the exploitation and abuse of older people by family, friends and acquaintances - not in a formal setting, and 
generally referred to as elder abuse - has been given a high priority by the Carpenter government.  As Minister 
for Seniors I hosted a roundtable on elder justice on 21 March 2006.  Community leaders participated and 
discussed how best to address the abuse of older people.  A follow-up meeting was held at Parliament House on 
29 March with a small group of people who had responded to matters raised in the media.   
Topics discussed at the meetings included understanding the different forms of abuse and exploitation of older 
people, including abuse by paid workers and volunteers who are providing health and care services; confirming 
which state government agencies have responsibility for these issues and identifying gaps; the role of police 
checks for paid workers and volunteers who are working with vulnerable adults of all ages; and the need to 
strengthen legislative and service responses that aim to protect vulnerable adults.  Recent initiatives included in 
the Active Ageing Strategy built on research commissioned by the Office for Seniors Interests and Volunteering 
in 2002.  This research found that the most common form of elder abuse is financial abuse, followed by 
psychological abuse and physical abuse.  Sexual abuse is the least frequently reported form of abuse.  These 
research projects have included a large community education component providing information about what elder 
abuse is and what services are available to victims of abuse and their family and friends.  The results of the 
research will assist in the development of future responses to elder abuse.  
With the proportion of older people in Western Australia set to increase to 26 per cent of our population in the 
next 20 years, one of the most important issues our community must address is preventing the abuse and 
exploitation of older people.  As well as informing the state elder justice agenda, the information will assist my 
discussions with Senator Santo Santoro, the new federal Minister for Ageing, which will take place in Canberra 
on 10 April 2006. 
The Carpenter government is committed to protecting those in our society who are most vulnerable.  Every older 
person has the right to be free from abuse, neglect and exploitation, and I want to ensure that Western Australia 
is doing everything possible to create a society where seniors are protected. 
 


